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TO : CO, SCI, Germany 

SUBJECT: The RSHA and Bdda CIANO In Switzerland 

(Source: The Interrogation of Frau Burkhardt BBETZ) , 

!• Count Clano was executed at 9i00 AB on the. 
morning of January 11, 1944* !Ehree days before, on January 
8 th, his wife (Eddajmgfiollnl) had reached safety across the 
Swiss border. mdiefTS'^e Claxio children were waiting forlher* 



Swiss border, mdiefTe'^e Clano children were waiting forlher* 

2 . Edda's traveling companion c^/^el^sf light 
a lieutenant in the Italian Air Force named &ttllio Puccl<» 
From the border she sent Pucci back to V erona^ ,W1 tU IIU ttwjrS 
to Hitler and Mussolini, begging them tOvSpare Clano* S life* 

3 * Pucci v/as arrested the morning of Ciano’s 
death and taken to the office of Gen. Ears ter, BdS northern 
Italy. He was Interrogated there and in jail aboutthe 
whereabouts of Edda Mussolinll on Jan 17 hevWaa aeen by 
Subject in jail in Milan. He then had a fractured shall • 
as a result of '•questioning” by a certain Btandartexifflhrer) 
Rmiff.iSD Ghlef* in Mil en. / 



Rauff,/ SD chief in Milan. 

4. The execution of Ciano by the puppet Italian 
gov.rrnment left the RSHA with much unfinished business. 

By means of a bargain (vdiich was not kept) they had: berauaded 
him to reveal to Frau EEETZ the whereabouts of the Italian 
Foreign Office records. Ciano *s diaries, however, hnid some 
other Important personal papers had not been recovered* ' ' 

5. According to Frau BBETZ, she had reported to 
the RSKA (at Ciano *s suggestion) that the diaries were locked 
in the safe of a friend of Ciano *8 in Switzerland, Actually, 
as Frau BBETZ knew, the diaries had been burled in Italy 
until they ware taken to Switzerland, strapped around Edda 
Mussolini's waist, during the night of Jan 7t^h to JanSth. 

6 . Immediately after Ciano *s execution. Dr. Hdttl 9 
head of Amt VI B 1 (which had now become Amt VI E l) and 

as such Frau BBETZ *>s chief, left Berlin to visit Verona. 

He arrived on Jan 14th and at once proposed to Frau , f 

that she go to Switzerland and endeavor to establish *eoh^ot 
with Edda Mussolini. The purpose of the mission was twp4 
fold: prlmiarlly, to persuade Edda not to nnke any : publicity 

about the way the RSHA had allowed her husband *s execution 
although he had kept his part of the bargain# secondarily, 
to attempt to discover the hiding place 'of the remaining 
Ciano papers. According to Subject, however, Br, HOttl had 
little hope of the success of the second pa;rt of, 

7 . Subject states,. that«he/had; llt:tle;Alk^^ 



7 . Subject states that «he had littt®. llli^^ 
the mission and accepted it only on»opndl;blon'^ 1 i^t*^iildf^ 
take Lt. Pucci with her, with, the object V 8 h«!^says)^ (^^ 
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Pucci’s life. Dr* Hottl agreed ttiat Pucci | because of his 
intimate relationship with Edda Mussolini* would be a useful 
assistant in the profect and therefore agreed to the change* 

8, On Jan.l^thi the day after Hottl* s arrival* a 
cover position in Sv/itzerland was^arranged for Kpau BEE!£^ 
With the consent of Von Neurathf^er tnan cqmuI in IiUganaJ> 
and of ScholZ| (German vice»coneurTlt MilajiP she was xd pose 
as a secrotarla3r"empioyee‘ of the Milan consulate who was 
going to Lugano for six weeks to replace a secretary who was 
sick. On this bo sis, and at the request of ScholSi 
Swiss consul in Milan granted a visa Inraedlately* 



9, 5?he night of Jan l8th and 19th Pucci was • 
smuggled across the border by boat* On the af ternoon of . 
the 19th Frau BSETZ took a taxi to the border and then a • 
train to Lugano* She met Pucci the same day at a pre*rarranged- 
rendezvous. 



10* Subject had instructions to send he*^ reports " ^ 
and conm:unlcations by mesns of a Swiss dr German B^rchant ' V 
Prager* This nan had an office in Chlasso and ;;CdiijbihC^ 
his business affairs with the running of a regmaf'^Our^ 
service between Lugano and Como for the Germans* 

11* Ov/ing to the. injuries Pucci had c^st^ned in. : , 
prison, difficulties arose almost immediately* OariT^ 2-3rd' 
Pucci was compelled to go to the hospital at Heil|hgc^ 
troatment, and found himself interned by the S^SS':SU^^ 

For Pucci- interned in a sisters* hospital at B#llinio^^ " ^ 
contact Edda, interned in a nunnery at Ingegdl^ (the dt^ • 
side of the St, Opthard Pass), was cT^ous% np 

12* Subject attempted on Jan 26th to 
necessary deposit of caution money (she believes 
Swiss francs were required) in order to i^ee Pttcci.^ ft . 

internment* For this purpose she paid a .'tr’i; 
industrlalist' ftBl^chi , in Zurlch: rbut Blanchi. (whof 
states, is a'^scist) ' would have nothing to ^ with; 
projedx* Three weeks later, on Feb* 21* Su^CCt mddio^^a^thdr- 
similar att^ogt^this time conta cting fviwnA f 

of Fuccl^ g'"1a5a gynudWlnughtey of i anftu»i^ ?iri?ali ft^^^ 

This girl, a student at the Urdy ^sltv of^usanne- 
supposed to have enough influentleJ. friends to PUgejbP^<*^ 
without the deposit of money* but Subject’s VIe^'/TO 
also without result , 

13, Pucci, meanwhile, was cent InuiWiy !Tax*PS^ 
tocohtact Edda by letter — both ofl his enm behalf and Ini 
order to assist Subject, for whom his feelings of igratitude^ ^ 
for his safety was rapidly changing to a feeling, of affedtioii 
and love* Subject drew up and gave to a dtateaiaht=i^^^ 

what were supposed to be Clano’s last thon^ts and messaged:'’;/ 
for Edda, This statement still existsj and it is plain xmt' 
the thoughts — whetlier actual or not worevi^c^y ealct^ 
to keep Edda silent, as the RSHA desired# Pucci^s: letter": 
embodying this statement reached Edda in April* ^ 
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14* On Jan 27th Subject arranged the delivery^ 
though not ^ person, of a letter fsrom Pucci, to a certain 
L ncelot, d e/Sarston^, Pucci bad obtained n?!P0 of tMs 
man* 'affafantly from a chance acquaintance | upcn hie firet 
arrival liy Lugano. De Gars ton was said to be the representative 
gv> S ecret Service in Lugano t and' in a somewnat 
obscure deal Pucci tried to ihtere^ lE&n in buying Ciano*C 
diaries from Edda, which De Garston refused to do,. -• 

15. According to Subject, the mo'liJiile for this deal 
(v/hich sho endeavored to forward by the ’u^llve^ ttie letter) 
was to secure money for Edda* so that she and the children 
could continue to live in Switzerland! there was *also .iUie hope 
that the British ivould publish the diaries, and so meov.. 
Rlbbentrop in the v/ay that caae section of the HSHA desir^i> 

1 6 . On Peb 20 th Subject took a traih ftpom Lugano to •, 
Schwyz and vrent from there on foot to Ingepohlj to' see tmder 
what kind of security Edda and the Clano children were thtemed. 
She was unable to see any of the Clano family , even 9*0111 a 
distance. Subject then continued her Jotirney to lausraane t;o 
see Stml Amelll gsee paragraph 12). During her visit siho 
states tluit she asked Slgnorlna Agnolliy who was studying 
chemistry,' for a bottle of poison. This was nailed to.hw 

in Lugnno, and she received it on Peb* 23rd« 

17 * Subject gives the following reason for wanting 
poison: - She had received a letter from Berlin sayi^ that a 
priest named Panclno, who was Edda*s oonfessory had succeeded 
in visiting Edda in her internment at Ingebohli W»d that 
Panclno was working for Amt VI. Subject was aflpedd that Bdda 
would tell Panclno how she had been warned by Subject, to flee 
tc Switzerland on Jan 7th, taking Clano's diaries! and that 
the RSriA would arrest Subject for this treachery*. 

18 , On March 29th Subject* s Swiss visa (already 
ronev'/ed from March 1st) expired for the second time* She 
returned to Italy and v/ont to stay at a country bouse 
maintained b^'^ the SD at Comobbia, near Como. Kost at this 
house was a Cbanker npmed\K amatz. who was ponaitted by the SD 
to naice hisjjH^g'lihere/ Subj e c t *’ worked for one week in the 
office of Vot tel . /chief of -the SD in Como/ and then took a 
four vreek*s leave ‘because her husband, wixh iCaltenbrunner*s 
assistance, had arrived at the Karnatz house on leaye.i%; 

19 , Tills vacation ended on Hay 4th and Subject then 
v/ent tc Berlin. On May 6 th she saw Kaltenbrunner in his offlcg 
in P rinz Albrechstrasse and then reported to the Amt VI office 
in 32 Berkaerstrasse, Kaltenbrunner told her 'to return to Comb 
and make contact with F ather Panclno ( c over name Mlkoleas). 
Through P.incino she was to endewdr^ once more to contact ulldda* 
Ciano's papers and diaries were not mentioned) according to 
Subject. Her m. sslon -was only to give Edda money and to tell 
her of Ciano* 3 alleged last wish that she keep quiet in order ' 
net to endanger her position In Swltzerlan(|/; 
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20* Subject contact Panclno, as arrazigedf wi . 

June 7th: but her actual mission to Svitzerland cams ^ 
nothing because of the Svd,ss au thpritles* felli;sps 
a visa. At this time she was earning 230 mSrks a montlil plus 
a living allowance (while out of Germany) eqiitvalsnt' to 
3,000 lire a month* On J\me 8th came a letter £^om Ei^tcnbruzmer 
anncuncing that a bonus of 10,000 marks had been paid,' to her in 
Ber3 3.n, as a rev/ard for her good work In obtaining the 
secvct of whore Ciano had hidden the Foreign Office records' 
in Rome* 

31. Early in June Subject heard from Berlin that , ' 
Pancino had ::galn been in contact with Edda wbo bad;;t<^d 
him that Ciano’s personal capers . (hot hi s diaries) es^ted \ 

In septupllcate and were hidden in seven different 
in Italy, Pancino, according to Subject , reported that he . 
believed Edda v/c\3ld at a later tine tell him exactl;^ where 
they v^ore hidden, 

22 , Subject now tells the following curious stox^. 

She says that she heard from Pucci some time before 
April some records had been entrusted by Edda to her personal , 
physician. Dr . .1-ELOCCIiI , at the sanatorium in •Ramiola, Italy, ■ 
Subject had done ndtiuffig to uneorth these, because- ehe was 
still upset at tlie RSHA allowing Clano to die alter having 
given up the Foreign Office records as partof a bargain for 
life, 

23- How, however, according to Subject she 
'was afraid that Pancino would hear from Edda of the hiding 
•place of the documents in Ramiola t in the course of the 
Invostlgaticn, it would be discovered that 'the physielan , 
who Y/cs hiding them was in fact a physician for the. ^'^alian 
partisans* Therefore, says Subject, who decided to pick up ' ^ 
the doouments herself, rather than have it done on information 
provided by Pancino , 

24, Tills, however, could net be done on information > 
that subject iiad concealea for three months# Theref03?e 
it had to be made to ‘look difficult*. Accordingly Subject 
tool: off on June 22 for a preliminary investigation with 
a ietty Italian eg enti named She afterwards saw 

Harster, the BdS, on J\me 24 and 2b > and on June^ 30 Cafte^' -ah 
abortive Journey on the 27th) she went with nifiA ; 

to Harster, and received the documents from the physlcia|i at 
Ramiola in return for a promise of Imnunityi 

25# By v/hatever method It was in fact done, Subjeot 
obtained the irapers and took them to Zossen (cover ziame 
Zeppelin), Amt VI *s first evacuation point from-Berllnii 
Here she made a summary of the papers for l pr» S ^e imlis. 
chief of Amt VI B, and was instructed by Mm"t0^eturh to 
her home in v/elmar and make a complete trajaslation of the 
entire collection. 



26# This work lasted until August . 24, the doenmehts 
being placed each night in the safe of the ObstiljH? 

for sectirilgr reasons# Subject, however, made a» 
for herself (with the object* she s« “ ‘ . .. * 

Edda Mussolini’s permission to 
On the arrival of American troops, > 
of carbons in her garden, whence th 



ays, of eventii^^v^ 
the ’documents in^^ft';ik>oki:- 
Sub Ject i bjasled the ‘ if ‘ 
ey were reeevered: * 
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. V . 

f undersigned v/lth the help of Lt, Stewajrt; P5ponieh« . SCj| thljd 

I Arc^r, The doouments consist of Clano* 8 pepsonsl Foyei^. ■ 

fr Office records from 1938 to 1943* lncltu3ling letters exchanged 

f by Hitler and I,tussollm during the period* (They were for* 

warded by ?JLr immediately to T’.velfth Army Group*) 

f 

27, On August 28 Subject returned to Berlin and 

v/crked as translator for Sturmbaraafulirer V/olf j the new head 
of Amt VI B 1 (in succession tO bi'» She took part in 

the evacuation of Amt VI to a camp (cover name Waldburg) in 
the region of Btorkow, S.E, of Borlittj on Sept, 20* 19^* 
Three weeks later, on Oct 10, she received permission to 
return home to Weimar to work fen anoth^ lengthy translation* 

28, The work this time \yas to translate a Foreign 
Of .vice volvmie on Albania that was among those revealed 
Ciono in January (the other seven volumes — • one for each 
year of Ciano’s tenure of office - - had already been trans- 
lated by someone else)* This work lasted until January 12* 
when sho transmitted the complete work throu^ SD channels 

f to Borlinj no carbon copy was kept by Subject* A lett^ 

to Dr, steinle requesting more work remaining answered* 
f Subject did nothing more for the RSI:A after wat date*. 

■ 29* Regarding Ciano^s papers, Subject believes* that 
the Foreign Office voltimes disclosed by Clano are still In 
Berlin, in the /I'T VI office at 32 Berkaerstrasse * and that 
the dir.rios are still in the possession of Edda. ..l^ssolinii^ 
She has given the addresses of two other hiding places in 
Italy made known to her by Pucci, As for tho dQCUmchtiS In 
septuplicate, reported by Pancini (see Paya* 21)« ahc does 
not Icnow whether these are something ccrnipletely olffcyent * 
or whether ■ttiey wrill prove to be the same as those fouxiA 
by her in Ramiola and already unearthed by SCI in Subject* s 
garden. 
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